
 

 

ADDICTION RECOVERY MINISTRY  
 
 
I] Who we are: refugees, addicts, Christians 
 
“God,” wrote an anonymous child after the Columbine massacre- “how could you let this happen: 
why did you permit this in our school?” “I am not allowed in school…” is the reply attributed to 
God. This ditty made its way around the internet in the months following the tragedy at 
Columbine- and it rang true. To us it still rings true in everyday life. Every waking moment. 
  
We’re refugees….and addicts.  Sinners all; repentant though we may be. 
  
A brief history for context, please. 
  
In the late 1950s and early 1960s Alcoholics Anonymous was at its heyday – the message had 
gotten out that alcoholism had a ‘cure’, or at least a treatment which would mitigate it. The culture 
had accepted that lack of “will power” was not the problem. 
  
This was an historic achievement. Since almost immediately after the fall, when people began 
brewing, fermenting and distilling alcohol, we’ve suffered from addiction. Read Proverbs 24:29 
through 35: “Who has anguish? Who has sorrow? Who is always fighting…? Who has 
unnecessary bruises and bloodshot eyes?” Read the entire passage and remember it was penned in 
the reign of Solomon - 970 to 930 B.C. (three thousand years ago). It is the perfect picture of the 
alcoholic.   
  
Until 1936 no serious or successful method of dealing with addiction had been found.  None. From 
Noah’s time through the middle of the 20th century the ill effects of addiction had no check. 
  
In 1960 the “recovery” rate (5 years clean and sober) for people entering the AA program earnestly 
and honestly exceeded 75%. Three quarters of those seeking found relief from their addictions.  
Parallel programs for other addicts grew up following the same mold – using the same program 
developed by Bill Wilson and Bob Smith in 1936. 
  
The original AA program is lifted directly from scripture – with some minor modifications.  For 
example, compare the first three steps of AA with the “A, B, C’s” of faith: 
  

 
  

1) Admitted we were powerless over 
alcohol- that our lives had become 
unmanageable 

A) Admit that we’re a sinner- that we 
need Christ in our lives. 

2) Came to believe that a power greater 
than ourselves could restore us to sanity 

B) Believe that Christ died for your sins; 
that his resurrection freed us from sin. 

3) We made a decision to turn our wills 
and our lives over to the care of God 

C) Confess your sins and turn your life 
over to God. 



 

 

This becomes more apparent when one replaces “alcohol” with “sin”.  More on that later. 
  
Indeed, of the 12 steps of AA, seven of them mention God and are absolutely identical to sound 
Christian practices (salient examples: step 5 “We admitted to God, ourselves and another human 
being the exact nature of our wrongs [read: sins]” and step 6 “We became entirely ready to have 
God remove these defects of character”). 
  
In short, a Christ-centered recovery program had achieved something in just over two decades that 
had eluded humans for more than three millennia (if not longer).    
  
Well, much like the anonymous child’s conversation with God about school, things have changed 
in the AA world. Beginning in the late 1960s and rapidly progressing through the present, 
treatment has been taken over by “professionals” and run/funded by governments.    
  
As the psychology profession became more radically secular, God was at first discouraged then all 
but banned completely from treatment for addiction. He’s been replaced with a “higher 
power”. “Higher power” being defined as anyone or anything the author desires (except, of course, 
for Jesus – he’s forbidden).  Old boots, light switches, “group consciousness”, “mother earth and 
father sky” etc are all permitted- even encouraged. 
  
Parallel to this came the “disease” paradigm of addiction; this completely removes addiction from 
any area of personal responsibility. We’re helpless victims of genetics, goes the theory. In several 
European countries an addict who completes one session of ‘treatment’ (“free” of any Christian 
faith aspect, of course) then returns to use is considered “disabled” and effectively supplied on the 
dole until death. 
  
These two are interrelated: when addiction was declared a “disease” it opened the door for the 
funding of its ‘treatment’ – initially by psychologists, now to a host of professionals.  Insurance 
regulations soon mandated it be covered as a medical condition. 
  
The results of all this were, in our opinion, predictable.     
  
The vast majority of treatment facilities simply don’t publish their long term recovery rates (being 
defined as 5 years completely sober/clean of addictive substance).  Failure is excused: “Relapse is 
part of recovery” goes the line.  In AA the recovery rate has dropped below 5%, or by some counts 
below 2%.   
  
One dare not mention God (at least not the Christian God- Allah, Budda, Satan, et. al are OK- just 
Jesus is ‘verboten’) in most AA meetings – and at most ‘treatment facilities’.  Several of us have 
been confronted and censured for doing that. Not in some remote secular haven like Madison or 
San Francisco. Here. In Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire.    
  
Remember that as a Christ-centered, faith-based program AA experienced greater than 75% 
recovery rate in the 1950s.  As a secular “God-free” program it’s 5% at best. 
  



 

 

We are, then, sinners, addicts and refugees. None of us came to sobriety save for the grace of 
God. Alone some of us toughed out a few weeks, months or even years, but we found that the long-
term solution was impossible without the grace of the living God. Yet increasingly God has been 
discouraged – if not banned outright – from programs and centers devoted to treatment and 
rehabilitation. 
  
We found a home here at CVBC. In December of 2009 we were invited and warmly welcomed. 
  
One of the elders had witnessed the journeys of two of us who attended CVBC and knew of our 
growing alienation from the increasingly secularized AA world. We were asked to consider starting 
up a ministry. This is not unique to this area or our church- the anti-theistic direction of society as a 
whole, and anything remotely connected to government, is forcing people to choose between the 
secular solutions and the God-centered ones. 
  
Jars of Clay is another faith-based recovery program which has sprung up locally; there are several 
others in Eau Claire, as well.    
  
We believe this trend will continue at an accelerated rate. Bluntly put, the removal of God from 
any form of ‘recovery’ program (whether it’s prison ministries, drug/alcohol rehabilitation or 
whatever) will cause it to fail. Those with vested interests in maintaining such programs as 
ideologically pure and “cleansed” of God will make sure the real reasons for their failures are 
obscured and they will continue apace. Where necessary faith-based and God-centered programs- 
like Chuck Colsons IFI- will simply be litigated to death thus ending any competition. 
  
Look for the responsibility of this task, then, to fall increasingly on the shoulders of believers. We 
will not lack for work to do- people are coming to realize the truth about such programs: which 
ones work and which do not. Those truly seeking relief know in their hearts which path to 
choose. Romans 1:20 tells us we are without excuse in this regard. Bill Wilson and Bob Smith 
knew it and acted upon it.   
  
We are prepared for the challenge; indeed, we need to do such work. Those freed from addiction 
seem to be compelled to reach out to their siblings still in darkness. Step 12 quoted right from Bill 
Wilsons Alcoholics Anonymous puts it this way: “Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of 
these steps, we tried to bring this message to others and practice these principles in all our 
affairs”. It’s our Great Commission. 
  
  
II] what we do- and why 
  
All of us have a hill to climb in this life: we struggle against the world, our culture, our peers. We 
also struggle against the unseen but ever-present enemy. For us addicts, the consequences of our 
primary sin (our addiction) are immediate and all too often tragic.   
The news is full of examples; sadly so are our prisons and jails. Sadder still, so are the cemeteries.  
  
  



 

 

Addiction is a high-speed vehicle for evil in our lives and those near us. The monstrous news-
worthy evil everyone hears about; and, much more often, the small, daily evils generated by a 
poisoned life- pain inflicted on family and friends. Warped children and broken families. Rent 
flesh and broken hearts.   
  
Ah, but God, in his mercy and wisdom, has not abandoned us. No matter how low down the 
proverbial food-chain we have fallen He reaches for us; He has given us a counter for this evil; and 
similarly it is immediate and dramatic. It is our belief this is the 12-step program: a divinely 
inspired work of man.   
  
As mentioned earlier the founders of AA (Bill Wilson and Bob Smith) built this program on a 
Biblical foundation- though this has been perverted (“modernized”) that truth remains. Wilson 
himself had something nearing an epiphany at the beginning of his recovery in the 1930s. He made 
no secret of it- it is simply ignored by many “modern” practitioners. Though there is some 
indication this trend may be reversing itself- or at least slowing- our trust in the institutions of men 
is tentative at best. We seek to build our structure on stone. The Rock, if you will. 
  
We have embraced this program using the Life Recovery Bible on Saturday mornings and the 
Almond Tree Ministries program on Thursday nights. We tend to use New Living Translation and 
The Message versions - though others are available. We do not endorse one Bible translation over 
another: we believe the Word in any form is sufficient. 
Our view is that as missionaries translate the Word into different languages to fit every culture and 
race of people; God’s Word has been ‘translated’ for us. 
  
In a nutshell, all the 12-step program consists of is a clearly defined process of Admission, 
Submission, Confession, Atonement and Evangelization. Sound familiar? It ought to. In general 
terms it is the roadmap for a developing and maturing Christian. 
  
One admits ones powerlessness over alcohol (read: sin), submits to God, confesses, seeks to atone, 
continues to self-evaluate and to grow closer to God – all in an ongoing process.  As Step 11 puts 
it: “We sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God praying 
only for knowledge of His will, and the power to carry that out”.  
  
Finally, we seek to give what has been given to us.  It’s what we do.  Remember Step 12.   
  
III) why we’re telling you this…. 
It is our belief that our addiction is a metaphor for all our sin.  Indeed, addiction is an accelerated 
microcosm of all sin.   
  
Never was a battle lost when one of us drove into the liquor store parking lot- or the dealers’ 
driveway.  Nor was it lost when we took the first drink, or popped the first pill. 
  
Rather, we lost our earlier battles when, deep within ourselves, we listened to the urgings which 
told us, “It’s OK!”, “No one will know”, “This time it’ll be different”, “You deserve a quick shot”.  
 In short, it happened when we listened to the voice that told us it was acceptable to drink or use 



 

 

(read: acceptable to sin...we leave it to you to determine the origin of that voice).  From that 
moment forward the “if” had been replaced with a “when” – with predictable results. 
  
Similarly, it is our belief that all sin follows this path. This has been true from the beginning. Take 
a look at Eve’s initial encounter with the serpent.   
  
Again, for the addict the consequences of sin are immediate and tragic. Other sins may or may not 
be, but they follow the same pattern:  “I’m not coveting my neighbor’s new shotgun – I’m just 
admiring it!”, or  “I’m not looking with lust – I’m admiring God’s sculpture!”. 
The journey from the first two “innocent” sins to the more dramatic theft and adultery is usually 
incremental and slow. The trip from “This time I’ll only have one drink” to a drunken brawl, a 
beaten spouse, a dead friend or a ride in a hearse is a much shorter and quicker one. Nevertheless, 
the pattern is identical.  
 In this respect we are blessed:  having had to counter the immediate in-your-face-consequence-
laden sin of falling to our addiction, we put in place the tools to battle all sin.  
  
That is what is meant by a “grateful, recovering addict”. Though it seems counterintuitive, if not 
oxymoronic, it is true!  It’s a God thing – where there is Christ there is victory. Remove Him and 
defeat comes as sure as a hangover follows a drinking binge. 
  
Do not mistake us for saints; we have no magic bullet or potion to “cure” addicts. We struggle 
every day with addiction and every other temptation known. We fail, as individuals and as a 
group. We’ve wept bitter tears when we’ve watched someone choose darkness. But we’ve rejoiced 
when we’ve seen planted seeds take root and grow, producing good fruit.   
  
As our addiction is a metaphor for sin: our recovery is a metaphor for salvation. 
The miracle of Christ at work is witnessed numerous times each day in each of us. Our absence 
from bars, crack houses and jails.  Our presence at kids’ concerts, parent-teacher conferences and 
church services.   
  
We believe that’s worth sharing. Truly Good News. 
  
If you’re interested in this ministry – or know someone who is – feel free to join us.  We meet 
twice weekly at CVBC. You’re welcome to contact any of us. We have a contact list on the CVBC 
website (see “Recovery Ministry”). We maintain an email account in strict anonymity 
(CVCCRP@yahoo.com).  Any of the elders and a good number of church members and attendees 
can put you in touch with one of us.  We’d love to have you. There’s no fee, no cost, no gimmick 
or hook.  We’ll give you a Bible and we have free child care available – with a little advance 
notice. 
  
Like salvation it’s free; the cost has already been paid. 
 
 


